,190 


XL. 4 , 


Report of the Council to the 

■o 1 

i^i 

'•f Among the best-known of Clifford’s general writings may be 
jgnentioned his lectures 44 On Some of the Conditions of Mental 
jipevelopment,” delivered before the Royal Institution on March 6, 
;g;868,and 44 On the Aims and Instruments of Scientific Thought,” 
“delivered before the British Association at Brighton on August 19, 

1872. Several also of his addresses before the Sunday Lecture 
Society were published and attracted considerable attention. His 
Lectures and Essays have since his death been edited by Leslie 
Stephen and Frederick Pollock, and published in two vols. 8vo., 
with an introduction, partly biographical, by F. Pollock ; a re¬ 
publication of his mathematical writings, edited by Mr. It. 
Tucker, is in the press. 

Clifford was one of the few mathematicians who can with 
justice be said to have shown real mathematical genius : every¬ 
thing that he did was distinguished by an originality which 
rendered his work unique. He died at the early age of 34, and 
a great portion even of this short life was devoted to philosophy, 
metaphysics, and subjects of more general interest; so that it is 
difficult to realise the position he might have attained to in 
mathematical science had he confined his attention more ex¬ 
clusively to it, and had his life been longer. As it is, the 
scientific position he has gained is a permanent one, and it will 
always remain a matter of surprise how it was possible to write 
the brilliant papers he has left us among the distractions of so 
many other occupations. 

He was elected a Fellow of this Society on December 12, 

1873, and of the Royal Society on June 4, 1874. He was a 
member of the Sicilian Expedition to observe the Eclipse of 
December 22, 1870, and the account of his observations is pub¬ 
lished in vol. xli., pp. 310-311, of the Memoirs of the Society. 
A few remarks of his on the subject are also contained in 
vol. ii. of the Proceedings of the Cambridge Philosophical Society 
(February 27, 1871). 


Joseph Thomas Cooper was born in London May 25, 1819, 
and died November 17, 1879. At an early age he evinced con¬ 
siderable talent for music, and was placed under Mr. William 
Holmes, of the Royal Academy of Music; he finished his 
.education with M. Moscheles, then resident in England, and who 
subsequently became Principal of the Conservatoire at Leipzig. 
In 1837 Mr. Cooper was appointed organist of St. Michael’s, 
Queenhithe; in 1844, of St. Paul’s, Ball’s Pond, London; in 
1866, of Christ Church, Hewgate Street; and, in 1876, of 
Christ’s Hospital. The two latter appointments he held until his 
death. He was a member of the old Mathematical Society, and 
became a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society in 1845, 
when the former society was merged into the latter. His time, 
however, was so occupied with professional duties, that he was 
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jqnable to devote so mneb attention to scientific pursuits as 
|ie desired. He was also a member of the Philharmonic and 
Ijther musical societies. For several years he was musical 
ijditor of the periodical Evening Hours. 


George Creaser, the fourth son of Francis and Elizabeth 
Creaser, was born at Scampstone Lodge, near Walton, on 
February 25, 1802. The first six: or seven years of his life he 
spent at Scampstone; the family then removed to Milnsbridge, 
near Huddersfield, his father becoming the steward and surveyor 
of Sir J. Eadcliffe. When a boy his health completely gave way. 
Up to the age of eighteen he manifested no signs of what he was 
likely to be ; but one of his elder brothers, William Creaser, 
having begun to devote his leisure hours to making telescopes, 
George joined him in this work, and began the study of Optics 
and Astronomy, which he steadily pursued. He married, about 
1830, Miss Turner, of Selby, who died about eight years after¬ 
wards. He then gave up his whole rime to the manufacture of 
telescopes, microscopes, &c,, and eontinned to do so till his 
death. Few men have done so much work of this kind, especially 
with such simple tools. He died at Meltham, near Huddersfield, 
on April 21, 1879. He was elected a Fellow of the Society on 
February 13, 1874. 

Henry Morgan Eaebery Crofton, eldest son of the Rev. 
Henry William Or of ton, oflnchinappa House, Ashford, County 
Wicklow, Ireland, succeeded to the considerable family estates 
on the death of his father. 

He was educated at Trinity College, Dublin, and at an early 
age showed a decided taste for practical astronomy ; and shortly 
after the completion of his University career provided himself 
with an 8-inch Equatoreal by Cooke, of York, and other astro¬ 
nomical instruments. 

He resided until his early and untimely death upon his 
Inchinappa estate, and took considerable interest in its cultiva¬ 
tion and improvement. 

For many years he owned a yacht, in which, during the 
summer, he annually attended the regattas in the South and 
West of England and on the Irish coasts. 

He married the daughter of Major Townsend, of Wicklow, 
County Inspector. His wife, by whom he left a young and 
numerous family, survived him only by a very brief period. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Society on January 10, 1863. 


Solomon Moses Drach was born in Bury Street, St. Mary 
Axe, London, in 1835. He went to a school kept by Mr. Cutler, 
in Devonshire Street, and afterwards to one kept by Mr. Tait, 
where he remained tw r o years. His own name was Solomon 
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